Economic Profile Stability

Gratiot County is located in the center of Michigan's Lower Peninsula between the industrial areas of the south and the
recreational area of the north. The county blends the rura and the industrial sectors with a superior quality of life. Gratiot County isa
leading producer of dry beans, sugar beets, corn whesat, oats, poultry, pork, beef and dairy products. Agriculture accounts for more
than 65% of all land use. The commercia and industrial development in the county is centered primarily along the US-127 corridor to
the North and South around the cities of Ithaca, Alma, and St. Louis. In addition, M-46 runs East and West in the Northern third of
the county, with M-57 traveling East and West on the Southern third. Manufactured products include pleasure boats, molded plastic
parts, aircraft, and auto parts. Three state correctiona facilities provide significant stable employment. The county is also a regiona
supplier of medical services and relies on theretail trade and service indudtries. The Pine and Maple Rivers and three state game areas
offer recreational opportunities in the county. Alma College is located in the city of Alma. Highway US-127 passes through the
county from north to south.



Demographics Location
Population: oN - & H)Y* 1 *& ).) /| - & (
2006 - 42,107
2005 - 42,345 ' *' +
260 418
2004 - 42,396 278 47
2003 - 42,501 134 215
Source: http:/Mww.census.gov 82 120
20,666 295 474
Total Employed: 18,915 45 73
Private Sector: 16,844* 360 579
Government Employed: 2,814*
Unemployed: 1,751 &( ) * +& (, - () /) -
Unemployment Rate: 8.5% Main highways: USs-127, M-46, M-57
* Satistic from 2005. Updates will be available soon. Bus lines: 1
Source: http://www.milmi.org & http://mwww.bea.gov Truck transportation lines: 28
Rail lines: Mid-Michigan Railroad,;
) . Tuscola and Saginaw Bay
30 mile radius: 146,182 Marine Ports: Bay City (40 mi-Lake
60 mile radius: 1,254,658 Huron)
Airports: Gratiot Community Airport
charter/freight (Alma)
0
2005 8.0% MBS (30 mi-Saginaw)
2000 4.6% - . - .
1905 7 20 Capital City (45 mi-Lansing)
2% .
1990 0.1% Elevation: 230 meters above sea leve
Source: http:/Amww.milmi.org (approximately 754 ft.)
P # # $ % 18,893 #
Average time spent commuting (in Minutes): 22.7 365,081
Percentage who work at home: 4.1% Cropland: 68.4%
. . Forest: 7.5%
E# 25 f ; Id . 27,322 pasture 1A%
ersons 25 years of age or older: , ter: 0.2%
Percentage with high school diploma or higher: 83.5% i;;f::e Water 14 90/2
Percentage with Bachelor’s Degree or higher: 12.9% C o | '
Source: U.S. Census Bureau (Commercial,
Industrial, Residential,
and Roads)
) n-0 101 (
Number Percent Number Percent
White persons 38,908 92.0% [ Other / Two or more races 1,421 3.4%
Black or African American persons 1,572 3.7% || Under 5 years of age 2,499 5.9%
American Indian and Alaska Native 232, 0.5% ||18 yearsand older 32,227 76.2%
Asian persons 145 0.3% || 65 yearsold and over 5,723 13.5%
Native Hawaiian/Pacific |dander 7] N/A Male population 21,987 52.0%
Hispanic/Latino Origin 1,875 4.4% || Female population 20,298 48.0%

Source: U. S. Census http: /factfinder.census.gov



Income and Employment
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YEAR COUNTY STATE NATIONAL YEAR GRATIOT COUNTY

2005 23,794 33,116 34,586 2000 (CENSUS)

2004 23,322 32,079 33,050 1999 (CENSUS)

2003 22,287 31,178 31,472 1990 (CENSUS)

2002 21,661 29,816 30,906

2000 20,286 29,127 29,469

1995 18,341 23,934 23,255

1990 14,407 19,020 19,572

Source: Bureau of Economic Analysis http://imww.bea.doc.gov,
U. S. Census http://censtats.census.gov/data/MI/05026057.pdf, http://censtats.census.gov/data/MI
) & -/-4 &&(, 6) &
Average Hourly Rate

Office Manager $8.00 $14.86 2B
Senior Office Manager $15.00 $50.48 28 7
Clerk/Data Entry $6.00 $18.00 298
Secretary $6.00 $13.56 278
Executive Secretary $16.00 $22.00 2 7
Call Operator $6.00 $15.00 2 B
Bookkeeper** $8.25 $50.00 27
Forklift Operator $7.00 $28.59 2 P9
Light Assembler $7.00 $15.95 27
Building Maintenance®* $7.00 $29.81 297 8
CAD Operator $5.78 $26.00 2 78
CNC Operator $8.00 $20.00 2 7:
General Operator $7.00 $21.00 2 7
Drafter $11.00 $24.00 2 P8
Eletrical Technician $8.00 $37.00 2:P
Machine Operator* $7.50 $29.81 2 7
Metal Fabricator $8.00 $15.00 2 7
Welder $8.00 $19.00 27
Painter $7.00 $15.00 27
Systems Analyst* $5.16 $75.00 2 87
Engineer: Electrical $23.17 $63.52 2 87:
Engineer: Mechanical $21.64 $63.52 2 1
Engineer: Other* $8.00 $125.00 28; B:
Quality Control Inspector $7.37 $22.50 2 7
Maintenance Mechanic $8.00 $31.02 2 B
General Production Supervisor $9.00 $21.25 2.7
High-level Production Supervisor $31.88 $52.16 2 7
Tool /Die Maker $9.00 $18.00 2.7

Source: Greater Gratiot Development, Inc., 2005 Industrial Wage & Benefits Survey

* Positions that have very wide minimum and maximum salary levels have been statistically adjusted by removing extreme anomal ous wages either high or low.
** Some positions are named the same by different companies but do not have similar skill requirements, therefore, reflecting a very wide salary range. The
weighted average does not give accurate representation.
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4 2005 2004 2003 2002 2000
Total Employment 20,980 20,783 20,235 18,883 19,588
Total Income ($000) 1,005,453 968,732 941,805 916,695 849,994
& & ' 2 %
2005 2004 2003 2005 2004 2003
Wage and salary 15,525 15,540 15,155 451,203 439,287 417,098
Proprietors 5,455 5,243 5,080 90,175 83,298 61,918
Farm 1,049 1,042 1,048 9,475 6,681 -5166
Non-farm 4,406 4,201 4,032 80,700 76,617 67,084
| #
Farm 1,322 1,346 1,241 17,344 15,833 2,565
Non-farm 19,658 19,437 18,894 632,383 610,849 583,562
Agriculture /forestry /fishing 228 224 (D) 4,552 4,503 (D)
Mining 28 28 35 1,274 1147 1,026
Utilities (D) (D) (D) (D) (D) (D)
Construction 958 928 919 21,918 20,778 18,928
Manufacturing 2,227 2,604 2,634 104,070 114,758 120,760
Wholesale trade 714 697 641 48,683 45,081 38,553
Retail tfrade 2,202 2,199 2,141 41,576 40,089 39,379
Transportation/warehousing (D) (D) (D) (D) (D) (D)
Information 160 162 168 4,298 5,367 5,313
Fincmce/insurcmce/rec:l est. 591 1,116 1,079 34,613 32,404 29,628
Administrative/waste serv. 571 893 579 24,195 20,675 11,837
Educational services (D) (D) (D) (D) (D) (D)
Healthcare /social assistance (D) (D) (D) (D) (D) (D)
Arts, entertainment, recreat. 245 266 273 1,596 2,263 2,735
Accommodation/food serv. 1,152 1,137 1,123 13,273 1,321 12,292
Other services 1,247 1,276 1,273 18,604 19,746 19,746
' 16,844 16,679 16,150 501,651 489,920 466,662
Federal/Civilian 121 112 116 7,439 6,664 6,114
Military 76 81 83 3,120 2,744 2,647
State & Local 2,617 2,565 2,545 120,173 111,521 106,554
! 2,814 2,758 2,744 130,732 120,929 109,065

(D) Not shown to avoid disclosure of confidential information, but estimates for these items areincluded in total.

* Sources. http://www.bea.gov/bea/regional/reis
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NAICS FIRM LOCATION EMPLOYEES PRODUCT/SERVICE
# (FTE)
332722 ABC Fastener Alma 16 industrial fasteners
611310 Alma College Alma 341 education
322211 Alma Container Corp. Alma 24 fabricating corrugated containers
421830 ADW Industries Alma 29.5 custom machinery & material handling systems
332312 Alma Iron & Metal Alma 295 recovery and recycling of metals and other materials
336322 Alma Products Alma 302.5 OEM mfg/remfg of automotive components
326212 Alma Tire Alma 29 wholesale retail and retreading of tires
333514 Brink's Machine Co., Inc. Alma 15.00 dies, tools, jigs, and fixtures
22121 Consumers Energy Co. Alma 134.5 electricity and gas/telephone call center
331521 Contech Alma 138 die cast, aluminum / automotive parts
622110 Gratiot Medical Center Alma 11345 regional medical care
326199 IAC (formerly LEAR) Alma 284 plastic products injection molded automotive parts
42272 Liquid Transport, Inc. Alma 20 transportation of petroleum products
326112 Liquipak Alma 27.5 mfg of flexible pouch packaging & contract packaging
42161 Medler Electric Alma 23 wholesale electric components
623312 Masonic Pathways Alma 360.5 retirement community
62431 Mid-Michigan Industries Alma 13 rehabilitation/sheltered workshop for disabled
336612 Avalon & Tahoe Mfg. Alma 146 recreational pontoon boats
336399 Production Machining of Alma Alma 26.5 machining of steel castings & other auto parts
324121 Terry Materials of Michigan Alma 15 various grades of asphalts for road paving and repair
541614 Traffic Management Services Alma 15 shipping, routing, and logistics
513310 Verizon Alma 18 telephone service
422720 Great Lakes Petrolum Alma /St. Louis 128 gasoline wholesale
115112 Crop Production Services Breckenridge 14 custom agricultural services
421820 Janson Equipment Breckenridge 25 farm implement sales and service
422510 Michigan Agricultural Com. Breckenridge 26 bean & grain elevator; farm supplies
444710 Northwest Energy Breckenridge 8 propane bulk stations & terminals
541710 Pioneer Research Station™** Breckenridge 10 Research & development
336413 Aircraft Precision Products Co. Ithaca 63 parts & components for jet aircraft engines
336399 Barry Controls Ithaca 134 OEM anti-vibration components for automobiles
325910 Cartridges Are Us, Inc. Ithaca 55.5 inkjet printer cartridge refilling
331111 C&S Steel Ithaca 8 steel sales & fabrication
339999 Craig Frames Ithaca 25 manufacturer of picture frames, wood, and metal
333514 Danly IEM Ithaca 85 presses, machine tools, die sets, die makers' supplies
33271 Davis Machine & Mfg. Ithaca 0 custom machining and fabricating
333291 Dufrene Machinery, Inc. Ithaca 42.5 mfg. of corrugated container machines & gen equip. rigging
323110 E&S Graphics Ithaca 7 printing, photo-offset
332812 Ithaca Coatings, LLC Ithaca 100 autophoretic coating
336999 Ithaca Manufacturing Ithaca 6 custom manufactured steel products
323119 Mid-State Printing Ithaca 195 web offset printing
811310 Misenhelder Welding Ithaca 4.5 welding services
332812 Powder Coating of Central MI Ithaca 2 powder coating of metal parts
326199 Precision Plastics & Die Ithaca 21 thermo set compression & injection molded plastic parts
562910 Schrader Environmental Ithaca 12 environmental remediation equipment
115114 Spark’s Pickle Company** Ithaca 7 pickle, sorting, grading, processing
326199 Parousia Plastics Ithaca 8 custom vacuum & pressure former of plastic parts
115114 Central Michigan Packing Lafayette Twp. 17 vegetable packing
333512 Garr Tool Company Pine River Twp. 123 machine tools / carbide cutting tools
326199 Alpha Plastics, Inc. St. Louis 50 profile extruded plastic parts
327991 Americast St. Louis 4 countertops manufacturing
336612 Apex Marine St. Louis 50 recreational pontoon boats
321214 Bear Truss & Components St. Louis 124 engineered roof, floor trusses, and wall panels
333294 Crippen Manufacturing Co. St. Louis 41 grain cleaning, sorting, and transfer equipment
326199 JER-DEN Plastics, Inc. St. Louis 31 rotational molding
422690 Michigan Chloride Sales St. Louis 16.8 distribute chloride products
92214 Michigan Dept. of Corrections St. Louis 833.00 3 state correctional facilities
333514 Momentum Industries St. Louis 12 manufacturing of tools and other products
332812 Plasti-Paint, Inc. St. Louis 64 painting of plastic parts, class A automotive and other
313312 Powell's Fabrication & Mfg. St. Louis 40 bleach & chlorine machines & systems
623312 Schnepp's Health Care Center St. Louis 1215 nursing home
421820 Bared & Sons Bethany Twp. 36 farm machinery and equipment wholesaling

Staff at Greater Gratiot Development annually collects this data. Employees represents the number of Full Time Equivalent (FTE) employees (FTE

= FT + %PT) at the firm as of June 2007. *Indicates FTE not available - figure represents number of workers. **Indicates the hiring of seasonal

help, which in these cases are counted as 1/6 of a full time employeein the FTE formula.




Business and Commercial Services
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Firstbank
(» Alma 6 $1,088,099,000
CHEMICAL BANK. Midland 2 $3,809,450,000
We think you'll like the chemishry.
))>> COMMERCIAL Ithaca 7 $287,948,000
BANK
El c
=S— Farmers State Bank Breckenridge 2 $260,574,000
'r y Breckenridge / Ithaca / Hemlock
LaSalle Bank
ABN AMRD Troy 1 $40,143,846,000
Gratiot County Federal Credit Union Alma 1 $10,100,000
Alma 2 $16,500,000
Source: www.fdic.gov
)**& | (&5 &
# $ % & # $ % &
S &
Building, developing, & gen. contracting 85 Management of enterprises 3
Truck transportation 30 Legal services 9
Commercial lithograph & screen printing 4 Accourlllﬁng, auditing, and bookkeeping, 12
payro
Advertising agencies 1 Retail establishments 149
Employee Placement Services 2 Wholesale trade 23
Source:  http://census.gov
-0 ( T . +
&
Alma Industrial Park North 68.86 18.2
Ithaca Certified Business Park 62.5 16.3
South Ithaca Certified Business Park (also a Ren. Zone) 150.0 115.6
Woodside Industrial Park 89.6 34.9
Renaissance Zones* 1,600.00 1,489.75
! & (
*see full description of Renai ssance Zones on page 8.
) - ( - &*I(
Alma Ithaca St. Louis County Total
Units  $Vaue Units  $Vaue Units  $Vaue Units $ Value Units $Value
2006 140 21,442,459 |105 721,422 98 7,320 152 10,800 495 22,182,001
2001 149 3,009,680 | 53 2,958,497 70 751,350 525 15,166,901 797 21,886,428

Data collected from local assessors offices.




Quality of Life
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Alma Public Schools 2,406 147 5 $8,602
Ashley Community Schools 361 27 2 $8,044
Breckenridge Community Schools 1,015 55 3 $8,161
Fulton Schools 1,038 57 4 $8,580
Ithaca Public Schools 1,533 83 4 $7,085
St. Louis Public Schools 1,210 75 5 $8,148
! (7

Countryside Christian (Ithaca) 87 8 1 N/A
St. Mary’s School (Alma) 154 7 1 N/A
Seventh Day Adventist (Ithaca) 11 1 1 N/A

Source: National Center for Education Statistics: http:nces.ed.gov
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RYBYGWEOIRRAEIN A private four-year liberal arts institution; Enrollment - 1,283

Within a 50-minute drive, there are 4 universities and 4 community colleges.

@ (/-4
Total number of housing units: 15,516 Median home value: $76,829
Owner occupied: 11,268 Median gross rent: $424
Rent occupied: 3,233 Unoccupied housing units 1,015

Source: 2000 U. S. Census http://censtats.census.gov/data/MI/05026057.pdf
Private School Review http://www.privateschoolreview.com/county private schools/stateid/MI/county/26057

Municipal Services
I 1&

City of St. Louis Municl:ip_cr:ll electric utility Consumers Energy

New Haven, Bethany, Elba, Emerson, Fulton, Wheeler, Cons'um'fe'grs Energy _ | Consumers Energy
Newark, North Shade, North Star, Pine River, P fa

Washington Townships |

North Shade, Hamilton, Seville, Fulton, Sumner, Elba Twps Tri-Co‘Unty Consumers Energy

All other townships, cities Consumers Energy Consumers Energy

$ ) *& $ ;’.‘ ) m
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River/Well 40 12 48-82 ]
6 " '# Wells 5 2 52-54 ) 8
/? Wells 20 3 68-80
(7 Wells 26 9 55.65 <
(& &
!

Act. Sludge 25.00 20.00
6 " '# Lagoons 8.64 1.25
/? Lagoons 17.00 4.38
(7 Tertiary Class C 16.00 9.00 [
$ ) + !+

Verizon, Winn Telecom

$ % " # Yes
& # Yes

I # Offered in all municipal areas G
! # Available in most areas ;3&,{

) 4)5& -* &
" ( ' I
Alma (989) 463-8336 www.ci.alma.mi.us
Ashley (989) 847-3481 www.infomi.com/city /ashley
Breckenridge (989) 842-3109 www.breckenridgemi.com
Gratiot County Administrator (989) 875-5261 www.co.gratiot.mi.us /administration
Gratiot County Clerk (989) 875-5215 www.co.gratiot.mi.us /clerk 7a N
Ithaca (989) 875-3200 www.ithacami.com
St. Louis (989) 681-2137 www.stlouismi.com
I & ) &&

Gratiot County Sheriff’s Office
24-hour road patrol service in all rural areas, cities, and villages
24-hour Enhanced 911 Program
17 full-time deputies
5 part-time deputies
6 reserve officers
1 DARE officer

*6 - &(&5/ &

Mobile Medical Response (MMR)
Operates 24 hours/day
5 ambulances provide advanced life support
Emergency vehicles stationed in Alma, Ashley, and Ithaca
18 full-time certified paramedics
8 full-time Emergency Medical Technicians (EMT)

Gratiot County employs a central dispatching system for all public safety needs. All police, including local
municipal, Michigan State Police (located along U.S. 127 between Alma and lthaca), and all fire departments
are dispatched on a need basis. All municipalities have local public safety services including police, fire, and
rescue.



HEALTHCARE

Gratiot Medical Center
An Affiliate of MidMichigan Health

? LAAAT '# ' 7 '
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142 bed acute care facility. Main facilities are located in Alma. Clinics and specialty offices are located

throughout the Gratiot County Community and beyond. Over 95 active medical staff and more than 1,000 employees provide the

following specialty services throughout Gratiot County:

24-hour Emergency Room
Obstetrics/Gynecology

Renal Dialysis

Pain Management Network

Surgical Services

Diagnostic Imaging (routine & interventional)
Urology

Substance Abuse Center (addiction treatment)

CARSON

HEALTE l@NETWDQK
Mfiliated with the Sparrow Health System

@ ?2-

Cardiac & Pulmonary Rehabilitation

Pediatrics

MidMichigan Gratiot Cancer Center (radiation & oncology)
Cardiology

Rehabilitation (several types)

Orthopaedic Surgery

Occupational Hith. Services & Travel Immunization Clinic
Psychiatric Services (in and outpatient)

A " The Carson City Hospital is located just outside the southwestern corner of Gratiot County and

has 77 licensed beds and a staff of 43 active physicians, 62 consulting physicians, and 31 courtesy staff. Clinic Services
are provided at the Ashley Family Care Center and the Ithaca Family Care Center.

Some of these services include:

Allergy, Asthma, Immunology

Emergency Room

Internal Medicine, Neurology, Optometry
Orthopedic Surgery

Anesthesiology, Cardiology, Dermatology
Hematology & Oncology
OB/GYN, Pediatrics

Urology
4 1 @ ? 1 B 1 T
Establishment Employees Beds
Gratiot Medical Center 824 142
The Laurels of Fulton 71 50
Ashley Care Center 72 49
Masonic Pathways 268 464
Schnepp Health Care Center 145 127
Wilcox Health Care Center 51 45
Pine River Health Care Center 70 88
-./10




Community & Area Cultural and Recreational Activities

GOLF:
% 9 Holes: ) "4 = / Middleton ? '# / Breckenridge
18 Holes: 4 ' / lthaca . ' / Alma
- ?2( 4 = /North Star @## ) " 4 = / St. Louis
SWIMMING:
/ Alma (indoor) @ ?(? / Alma (indoor)
/1?7 @ 7?(? /lthaca (outdoor) vy ' / St. Louis (outdoor)
WATER RECREATION:
=t . ) = / St. Louis-Alma Rainbow Lake
1z Half Moon Lake Maple River
1® BOWLING:
8 6 A /Alma A # '/ lthaca
e OUTDOOR RECREATION:
6 " # / Alma 1774 #'? '= / Ithaca

. . / St. Louis
LEAGUE SPORTS:
Local basketball softball, golf, tennis, and bo
SPECTATOR SPORTS:
(Division lI)
* 1o ( '
/East Lansing (45 mins)
HEALTH CLUBS:
There are several Health Clubs in the area.

(Division 1)

wling leagues are offered on a community basis.

* 1 ?I [
/Mt. Pleasant (30 mins)

(Division 1)

(J‘ MOVIE THEATERS:
| 55 ' $ % Alma
\ = LIVE THEATER AND ARTS:
4 . / Alma & ' | ? . " /Gratiot Area Parks
A @' / Alma College 4& ? , St. Louis
- OTHER:
v (' & ' /Mt Pleasant (30 mins)
PARKS:
'/ St. Louis @ ? / Summner
' ? /Alma # / North Star
' # #/lthaca ' '# / Alma
FAIRS AND FESTIVALS:
@? # ! / Alma Aug: @ ! / Bannister
) # 0 ) =/ lthaca ' / lthaca
& ' ' ? . "/ Gratiot Area Parks
4 7' ? A /Ama
June 4 ' & / lthaca Sept: 0 / Breckenridge
0 = *o- " / Ithaca = (? A/ Alma
& ' ? . " / Gratiot Area Parks @ = @ #
0 , St. Louis (Bicycle road riding event)
B # /Ama "* 0 "0 /Alma
# 0 |, Alma
July: 4 "= 3 ?/Ama
0 /St Louis
' 0 /St Louis
;7 =1 AT '
& ' "7 " (' / Gratiot Area Parks



Development Assistance

l::ewlluamami %I‘ik‘: 4 4 ' 0 </ 7(GGDI) was incorporated in 1978 to coordinate economic development and
related services on behalf of the area municipalities and County of Gratiot. GGDI acts as a countywide clearinghouse for information and
assistance in retention, expansion, and locating businesses in Gratiot County. Additionally, GGDI initiates and participates in other
activities designed to improve the economic climate in The Gratiot Community.

Operating as a public/private partnership, GGDI is recognized for participating in and initiating collaborative relationships. This

holistic approach to community development results in many affiliations and partnerships including: & +
, * + $ 2 1 # F2 4 #
$ * + 5 6 + ' + '
+ + 7 8 H2 9 HA+
; ; 2 Due to GGDI’s coordinated approach to providing development services, virtually all

requests for assistance, services, referrals, and answers to development questions can be addressed at this office.

4 ) ) -3 -//180 C 6 && .) /3

All the municipalities in Gratiot County adopted a unified tax abatement formula under State of Michigan law (P.A. 198 of 1974)
in 1982. This generous policy established a minimum number of years a company will be granted a tax abatement for qualified projects.
A copy of the policy may be found on the web site, faxed, or mailed upon request.

Gratlot Area

amber of Ce ’ ' ? = was formed in 1995 by the merger of the Alma, St. Louis, and lthaca
Chambers. lts two primary responsibilities are to act as an advocate for business and to improve programs for quality of life in Gratiot
County. Greater Gratiot Development works closely with the Chamber placing high priority on job development and training, providing
appropriate growth space for business and industry, and promoting a more efficient use of the county’s assets. The Chamber may be
reached at (989) 463-5525. The Chamber and Greater Gratiot Development share a web address at www.gratiot.org.

4 hn &@/ &0 N- & & B &%

In April of 1997, Gratiot residents and the Gratiot-Isabella Regional Education Service District (RESD) implemented a
program for the promotion, facilitation, brokering and provision of employment, training and service opportunities to Gratiot area
business, industry, and residents. The program system and the facility is called Gratiot Technical Education Center (GTEC). Located in
Alma, GTEC provides cost efficient vocational and employment assistance that is coordinated to meet the needs of the private sector.
It brings training from many resources via classes, interactive communications, and education brokering to provide business and
industry education offerings with state-of-the-art efficiencies. An interactive TV lab is available to provide two-way, long distance
training. A computer laboratory provides multi-media computer training opportunities. Classroom space is available for business use.
This facility is an office of the Michigan Works system. The GTEC website can be found at gtec.edzone.net.

MICHIGAN ? Y & "0 ' (MEDC) is a public body corporate (private/public
parinership) created in 1999 as a successor to the acclaimed Michigan Jobs Commission. The highly successful
MEDC administers or provides guidance and counsel to link business retention and attraction, job creation, job
training programs, and business competitiveness issues. The MEDC works with businesses to retain and create jobs
and also prepare Michigan's workforce for those jobs. The MEDC’s mission is to continually improve Michigan's
overall business climate. The MEDC provides all economic development services at the State level. The services
are categorized under three general areas: economic/business development services (including aftraction and
E e H amic retention of business and industry); coordination for workforce development; and, business competitiveness issues.
All MEDC services may be accessed in conjunction with Greater Gratiot Development. The MEDC’s website can be

found at medc.michigan.org.

] @4 - C & & I(( - &D)-&

In 1996, Michigan instituted the nation’s first incentive program that established TAX FREE areas. Called Renaissance Zones,
these areas were created to generate economic growth in areas of the state that have not experienced the growth seen in most of
Michigan. Renaissance Zones have been designated throughout Michigan; one is located within Gratiot and Montcalm Counties. State
taxes waived for businesses and residents within a Renaissance Zone include: single business tax (SBT), personal income tax, and the
6-mill state education tax. Local taxes waived include: real and personal property tax on operating mills, local income tax, and the
utility users tax. The duration of the tax free status is 12 years, begun in 1997. The Village of Breckenridge zone status began in
2000 and extends to 2015. Taxes will be gradually phased in over years thirteen through fifteen of the program. In year thirteen,
taxes will be 25%, year fourteen - 50%, year fifteen - 75%, and year sixteen and beyond - 100% regular taxes.

There are a total of 9 sub-zones within the Gratiot/Montcalm RZ. Gratiot County contains four full sub-zones, and Montcalm
County, directly west of Gratiot County, contains four full sub zones. The two counties also share a sub-zone in the southern region of
each county. Total zone acreage in the two counties exceeds 2,300 acres. The four sub-zones in Gratiot County are located in
Bethany Township, Emerson/North Star Townships, the Village of Breckenridge and the City of lthaca. The sub zone located in the
City of lthaca is the new South lthaca Certified Business Park. All four of these sub-zones are located close and/or adjacent to U.S.
127 or M-46. Three have railway access. All sub zones have or are adjacent to municipal infrastructure.  The shared sub zone,
located in North Shade Township (Gratiot County) and in Carson City /Bloomer Township (Montcalm County), is located along M-57
and also has rail access. For more information, visit www.gratiot.org/ggdi/ren zones.htm.




Greater Gratiot
Development, Inc.
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Greater Gratiot Development, Inc. (GGDI) was
incorporated in 1978 to coordinate economic
development and related services on behalf of the area
municipalities and County of Gratiot.

GGDI acts as a countywide clearinghouse for information
and assistance in retention, expansion, and in locating
businesses in Gratiot County. Additionally, GGDI initiates
and participates in other activities designed to improve
the economic climate in The Gratiot Community.
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